Excerpt from “Rutherford: A Brief History” by William Neumann

Chapter 10  “Of Castles and Kings:

William Carlos Williams and Edgar Irving Williams”

Two brothers, native Rutherfordians, would change the face of the borough and inspire the world with their outstanding contributions to literature and architecture. On September 17, 1883, William Carlos Williams was born, and thirteen months later, on October 5, 1884, Edgar Irving Williams was born. The lives of both William and Edgar seemed to begin and end with Rutherford. 

In 1881, before the brothers were born, the Williams family moved to 131 Passaic Avenue (now West Passaic). Their father, William George Williams, was an English immigrant who manufactured and sold the popular fragrance Florida Water for Lanman & Kemp. Their mother, Raquel Helene (Elena) Hoheb, was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico. For a good part of their youth, the household was shared with their paternal uncles, Godwin and Irving, and grandmother, Emily Dickinson Wellcome. Their home was across the street from Grace Church and a few hundred yards away from the still-evolving Iviswold estate. The brothers were inseparable. As William Carlos would note in his 1948 autobiography, “ Ed and I grew up together to become as one person. All that I experienced as a growing child and up to the time of my marriage was shared with him.” The boys attended public school in Rutherford until they were in the eighth grade at Park School. Both were athletically inspired and played baseball, with William as pitcher and Edgar his catcher. They rambled throughout the town’s still-rural landscapes, Kip Farm and the meadows…

But what of Williams’ brother, Edgar Williams? In his early years, Edgar was witness to amazing changes all around him. Living across the street from Iviswold, he watched as the sturdy stone structure of Tomkins’s Hill Home was enveloped and reconstructed into a castle. He boarded trains to New York at a new, architecturally unique Rutherford train station, and his hometown was demolishing and re-erecting a new version of his old Park School. At the beginning of the twentieth century, architecture and civil engineering were propelled by revolutionary materials and techniques transforming cities and towns alike. Edgar saw all of the incredible potential and decided he wanted be a part of the modern movement.

— Bill Neumann is a presenter at the 2009 WCW Poetry Symposium and available for signing “Rutherford, A Brief History,” which will be on sale there. His book is also available from local Park Avenue merchants, online at Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Borders, and Powells, or direct from the publisher www.HistoryPress.net and at www.RutherfordHistory.com.

